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Abstract

The last twenty years have seen a renewed interest in the study of prehistoric warfare
including, among others, (1) examinations of the combat injuries detectable on human
skeletons; (2) body-centred reappraisals of the image and self-understanding of the prehistoric
warrior based on funerary evidence and rock art; (3) martial-art approaches that have tested
possible uses of prehistoric weapons and armour in combat experiments; (4) and use-wear
analysis of the combat marks visible on prehistoric stone and bronze weapons.

Despite the giant leap forward made by the discipline in the last two decades, two overarching
problems still loom large in prehistoric combat studies: experiment design and the formal
analysis of wear marks. The first problem encompasses a number of unresolved questions
concerning how researchers can meaningfully design laboratory and field experiments using
long-disappeared weapons and long-forgotten fighting styles. The reliance on historic (usually
late and post-Medieval) and ethnographic sources is widespread in ancient combat studies, but
the extent to which these may reflect prehistoric combat is presently unclear. The second
problem involves the dearth of replicable analytical protocols and procedures for the use-wear
analysis of ancient weapons and armour, and the lack of shared databases of combat marks.
The problem here is that the absence of an open debate about how wear studies should be
conducted and published makes the analytical results poorly comparable with each other. Both
problems, together with the lack of targeted super-regional osteological studies of combat
injuries, make it difficult to answer pressing questions regarding the nature and frequency of
interpersonal violence in prehistoric times, and how fighting techniques might have changed
from the Palaeolithic onwards.

The papers presented at this session will seek to explore problems concerning warfare and
combat in world prehistory from the Palaeolithic onwards, paying special attention to (1) how
to conduct research-oriented field and laboratory experiments with replicas of prehistoric
weapons and armour; (2) how to approach the analysis of the combat marks detectable on
stone, bone and metal weapons and armour; (3) and how to examine osteological markers of
interpersonal violence in order to address specific questions regarding the frequency and
intensity of prehistoric combat, and the use of identifiable fighting styles.
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If you wish to take part in the session could you please submit your proposal to the session
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